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Week of June 1, 1987 


BROCK ANNOUNCES $2.3 MILLION FOR BLACK, OTHER 
DISLOCATED WORKERS IN 5 STATES 


WASHINGTON -- Secretary of Labor William E. Brock announced a total of 
$2,291,000 in grants for black, other dislocated workers and farmers in 
Minnesota, Montana, New York, Oklahoma and Wisconsin, who are displaced due 
to mass layoffs, plant closures, and adverse conditions in the farm economy. 


The funds are authorized under Title III of the Job 
Training Partnership Act (JTPA), and will provide dislocated 
workers with retraining and other supportive services to re- 
enter the workforce. 


“There is much we can do to help displaced workers make a 
smooth transition to new industries and occupations," Secretary 
Brock said. “Retraining is crucial; but JTPA also provides 
supportive services that are specifically designed to serve the 
needs of dislocated workers." 


The Worthington Job Training Office in Minnesota will 
receive $216,000 to assist up to 140 computer manufacturing 
workers dislocated as a result of the closure of the Unisys 
Corporation plant in Jackson County. The area affected is the 
county of Jackson. Workers residing in the surrounding 
counties, and in nearby Iowa, will also be served. Workers will 
receive career counseling, vocational skill training, classroom 
and on-the-job training, job search and development assistance, 
and relocation assistance. 


The Butte Job Service Training Center in Montana will 
receive $375,000 to assist up to 160 copper workers dislocated 
from the Anaconda Minerals Company in Butte. The area affected ~ 
is Butte (Silver-Bow County). Workers will receive skill and 
on-the-job training, and supportive services. 


The Suffolk County Department of Labor in the state of New 
York will receive $1,000,000 to assist up to 505 aerospace 
workers dislocated as a result of layoffs at the Fairchild 
Republic Company in Farmingdale. The workers are residents of 
Nassau and Suffolk counties on Long Island. Workers will 
receive skill assessment, job search assistance, counseling, 
remedial education, classroom and on-the-job training, and 


relocation assistance. 
‘ -more- 
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The Oklahoma Occupational Training Associates, Inc., will 
receive $150,000 to assist up to 100 communications industry 
workers dislocated as a result of layoffs at the Southwestern 
Bell Telephone Company. The areas affected include Oklahoma 
City and the surrounding area. Workers will receive classroom 
vocational and on-the-job training, and job placement 
assistance. Supportive services will include child care, trans- 
portation and relocation assistance. 


The Blackhawk Technical Institute in Wisconsin will receive 
$150,000 to assist up to 100 automatic assembly manufacturing 
workers dislocated from the Gilman Engineering and Manufacturing 
Company. The Institute will also receive $100,000 to assist up 
to 65 shoe manufacturing workers dislocated as a result of the 
Nunn-Bush Shoe Company plant. Both of these plants are in the 
Rock County area. The workers will receive job club activities, 
occupational counseling, basic education, on-the-job and- 
customized training, and job placement services. Supportive 
services will include child care, reimbursement of travel 
expenses, and relocation assistance. 


The West Central Wisconsin Private Industry Council, Inc., 
will receive $300,000 to assist up to 200 farmers and their 
families, and farmworkers, dislocated as a result of farm 
closures throughout the state. The areas affected are Barron, 
Chippewa, Dunn, Pepin, Pierce, Polk and St. Croix Counties. 
Workers will receive assessment, individualized training plans, 
remedial education, counseling, job search and placement, 
occupational and on-the-job training, entrepreneurial training 
and supportive services. 


The dislocated worker program aids workers who have been, 
or are about to be, laid off due to technological change, 
foreign competition, or the permanent closing of a plant or 
facility. Training is also provided for workers who are 
unlikely to return to their previous industry or occupation, 

' with little prospect for local employment or re-employment. 


### 
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PRODUCER PRICE INDEXES--APRIL 1987 


WASHINGTON -- The Producer Price Index for Finished Goods moved 
up 0.7 percent from March to April after seasonal adjustment, the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor reported. 
The index climbed 0.4 percent in January, slowed to a 0.1 percent 
advanced in February, and then increased 0.4 percent again in March. 
Prices for intermediate goods rose 0.3 percent in April, the same 
as in March but less than in either of the first 2 months of the 
year. Crude material prices advanced 2.8 percent, the third 
substantial rise in the last 4 months. 


Most of the April increase in the Finished Goods Price Index was 
caused by higher prices for meats, energy, and motor vehicles. After 
falling from late 1986 through early 1987, consumer food prices turned up 
in March and then rose even more in April. The increase in the index for 


finished energy goods followed a small drop in March and sharp advances in 
both January and February. The consumer durable goods index climbed 
considerably over the month, largely because of new cars and light trucks. 
In contrast, the index for consumer nondurables other than foods and energy 
declined after rising substantially in March, and capital equipment prices 
continued to move up modestly. 


Before seasonal adjustment, the Producer Price Index for Finished 
Goods rose 0.9 percent in April to 295.0 (1967=100). 


From April 1986 to April 1987, the Producer Price Index for Finished 
Goods moved up 2.7 percent. During the same 12-month period, consumer food 
prices climbed 4.2 percent, the energy goods index decreased 1.1 percent, 
consumer goods other than foods and energy increased 2.6 percent, and 
capital equipment prices were up 2.0 percent. Prices received by producers 
of intermediate goods moved up 1.2 percent during the 12 months ended in 
April 1987, while the crude goods index was 8.0 percent higher than a year 
earlier. 


# # # 
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THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--APRIL 1987 


WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers 
(CPI-U) rose 0.5 percent before seasonal adjustment in April to a 
level of 337.7 (1967=100), the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the 
U.S. Department of Labor reported. For the 12-month period ended 
in April, the CPI-U has increased 3.8 percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical 
Workers (CPI-W) also rose 0.5 percent in April, prior to seasonal 
adjustment. The April 1987 CPI-W level of 332.3 (1967=100) was 
3.7 percent higher than the index in April 1986. 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 
On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.4 percent in 


April, the same as in each of the preceding 2 months. The food and energy 

components each advanced 0.3 percent in April. The rise in the food 

index, which ‘had declined in March, was led by sharp increases in prices for 

fresh fruits and vegetables. The rise in energy costs slowed in April, 

reflecting a smaller increase in petroleum-based energy prices and declines 
in charges for natural gas and electricity. Excluding food and energy, the 
CPI-U rose 0.5 percent, the same as in March, but more than the average 
monthly increase of 0.3 percent in 1986. The index for commodities other 
than food and energy increased 0.6 percent, with a sharp rise in clothing 
prices accounting for about three-fifths of the advance. The index for 
services less energy rose 0.4 percent for the third consecutive month. 


During the first 4 months of 1987, the CPI-U rose at a seasonally 
adjusted annual rate of 6.0 percent. 


The food and beverage index, which declined slightly in March, rose 
0.3 percent in April. Grocery store food prices advanced 0.4 percent. A 
turnaround in prices for fresh fruits and vegetables--up 2.0 percent in 
April, following a 0.7 percent decline in March--accounted for about 
three-fifths of the advance in the grocery store food component. Increases 
in the indexes for cereal and bakery products and meats, poultry, fish, and | 
eggs also contributed to the April advance. within the latter group, prices 
for beef, pork, and fish and seafood increased while poultry and egg prices 
continued to decrease. The indexes for dairy products, processed fruits and 
vegetables, and other food at home also registered declines in April. The 
other two components of the food and beverage index--restaurant meals and 
alcoholic beverages--rose 0.2 and 0.3 percent, respectively. 


Housing costs slowed slightly in April, advancing 0.3 percent. The shelter 
component, which had increased 0.5 percent in each of the first 3 months of 
1987, rose 0.4 percent in April. For the second consecutive month, the 
indexes for fuels and other utilities and household furnishings and 
operations each increased 0.1 percent. Fuel oil prices--up 2.9 percent in 
April after seasonal adjustment--have increased 19.9 percent in the first 4 
months of 1987. As of April, however, these prices were 30.4 percent below 
their peak level of April 1981. Charges for natural gas and electricity 
declined 0.5 and 0.2 percent, respectively, in April. Both of these indexes 
were below their year-earlier levels. The index for telephone services. 
increased 0.3 percent in April as a 0.6 percent rise in local charges mre 
than offset small declines in charges for interstate and intrastate toll 
calls. 
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The transportation component rose 0.5 in April, following a 0.6 percent 
increase in March. Prices for motor fuels continued to rise--up 0.7 percent 
in April--but by less than in recent months. Despite the 14.4 percent 
advance in the first 4 months of 1987, gasoline prices were 30.4 percent 
lower than their peak level in March 1981. The 2.1 percent increase in the 
index for used cars was its fourth consecutive advance, after registering 
declines in each of the last 11 months of 1986. During the first 4 months 
of 1987 used car prices have increased 5.7 percent. New vehicle prices, 
which declined 0.5 percent in the first 3 months of 1987, rose 0.3 percent 
in April. The index for automobile finance charges--down 0.1 percent in 
April--declined for the third consecutive month. Public transportation 
costs declined 0.1 percent in April, largely due to a 0.4 percent drop in 
airline fares. 


An increase of 1.5 percent in the index for apparel and upkeep 
followed a 1.7 percent increase in March. This was the largest 2-month 
increase since a 3.5 percent rise in the first 2 months of 1951. The 
introduction of higher priced spring and summer merchandise, particularly 
women's clothing, was responsible for both the March and April increases. 


The medical care component advanced 0.6 percent in April, following a 
0.4 percent increase in March. In April, the index for medical care 


commodities--prescription drugs, non-prescription drugs, and medical 
supplies--rose 0.2 percent. The index for medical care services increased 


0.7 percent, with the cost of professional services and hospital and related 
services up 0.8 and 0.7 percent, respectively. 


The 0.6 percent rise in the entertainment index was its largest 
increase since January 1986. Charges for entertainment services advanced 
0.7 percent, reflecting increases in fees for participant sports and 
admission fees--up 1.3 and 1.2 percent respectively. The index for 
entertainment commodities rose 0.3 percent, as prices for reading materials 
more than offset the decline in the index for sporting goods and equipment. 


The index for other goods and services increased 0.5 percent in April, 
the same as in March. 


# # # 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


The Office of Veterans' Reemployment Rights provides reemployment 
assistance to veterans, reservists and members of the National Guard. 
During fiscal year 1985, the office advised approximately 202,000 
individuals of their reemployment rights at time of separation from 
active duty, responded to approximately 30,000 inquires, and opened 
and processed about 1,850 reemployment rights cases, according to 
the U.S. Labor Department. 


aa? 


The Labor Department's Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) 
helps to reduce deaths, injuries and illnesses in the nation's mines 
with a variety of activities and programs. The agency works cooperatively 
with industry, labor, other federal and state agencies and others toward 
improving safety and health conditions for all miners. 


The Labor Department's Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) 
was created in 1978 when a 1977 act transferred the Federal mine-safety 
program from the Department of the Interior to the Department of Labor. 
MSHA is headed by an assistant secretary of labor, who administers a 
broad regulatory program to reduce injuries and illnesses in mining. 
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